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By MIKE DEL ROSSO

LOWELL — Pope John
finished the season on the
field with something it
lost five of recently off
the field: a win.

An ineligible player

POPE JOHN 44
LOWELL CATH. 14

cost the Tigers the earlier
wins, but yesterday they
bounced back from the
adversity to throttle
Lowell Catholic, 44-14, in
a Thanksgiving matchup.

“(The player) had prac-
ticed at another school
and we didn’t know about
it,” Pope John coach
Brian Vaughan said. “Our
kids responded (to the
ruling) the way they al-
ways respond. They've
dealt with adversity since
Day 1... half of these kids
hadn’t put pads on before
Aug. 24

The Tigers struck

Tigers win going away

quickly and repeatedly,
clawing out two touch-
downs within the game’s
opening five minutes.
Leading the pack was
quarterback Justin Nas-
cimento, who completed
an 85-yard touchdown
pass to Malcolm Brown
in the first two minutes.
Pope John followed the
first score with an on-
sides kick recovery. Nas-
cimento, who was 7-for-
15 passing for 206 yards
and four touchdowns,
connected with a diving
Brown in the back of the
end zone to put the
Tigers up 16-0.
Shell-shocked Lowell
Catholic did regroup.
The Crusaders main-
tained a steady drive on
the strength of Bryan
Waruhui, who finished
with 168 yards on 25
rushes: Mackenzie Flynn

sealed the Crusaders’ of-
fensive with a 3-yard TD
rush toward the end of
the first quarter, making
it a manageable 16-6 def-
icit.

The Crusaders were
gaining momentum as
Pope John was forced to
punt on the next drive
and the offense em-
ployed its sure-fire for-
mula centered around
Waruhui. But the saving
grace for Pope John was
defensive back Allen
Dowling, who came up
with three interceptions,
all of which led to
points.

Penalties had begun to
wear on the Tigers and
Waruhui mounted his
second march down the
field. But when LC de-
cided to cap its drive off
with a pass, Dowling
shut the Crusaders down
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GAPING HOLE: Pope John quarterback Justin Nascimento has plenty of room to run during yesterday’s
rout of Lowell Catholic in Lowell. Nascimento threw for 206 yards and four scores.

PJ perseveres

with only 11 yards to go.

A trade of scores left
the Tigers out in front,
30-14, at halftime. In the
third quarter, and again
within sight of the goal
line, Lowell Catholic
tried the throw to close
off another impressive
drive. When Dowling
came down with another
pick, he ran it back 100
yards for a score to pull
the Tigers further ahead,
36-14.

Nascimento would
connect with Brian De-
francesco, who had 88
yards on four receptions
(two touchdowns), for
the final Pope John
punch. Dowling’s third
interception set up the
final score.

“They capitalized on
big plays,” Lowell Cath-
olic coach Tim Walsh
said. “I thought there
was hard hitting on both
sides, but they executed
and that’'s why they
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